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1535—The Commemoration Progresses—1935 


By George William Brown 


HE American Bible Society rejoices in 

the general interest developing in the cele- 
bration of the fourth centenary of the publica- 
tion of the first printed English Bible, trans- 
lated by Myles Coverdale. Letters expressing 
enthusiasm, outlining tentative plans, and seek- 
ing information, have been pouring in great 
volume into the Society’s headquarters all sum- 
mer long. 

In this correspondence a minister in the far 
West, in stating 
ardently his in- 
tention of doing 
all in his power 
to make the cele- 
bration success- 
ful in his com- 
munity, adds a 
Bentence in 
which he epito- 
mizes the very 
genius of the 
commemoration: 
“We do not real- 
ize what it cost 
nor how much it 
means to have 
the Bible in our 
mother tongue at 
a cost so reason- 
able that every 
American home 
may possess a 
copy.” The cele- 
bration of the 
anniversary will, 
if properly planned, recognize the expenditure 
in effort, diligence, devotion, and suffering 
which has put the Bible easily within the reach 
of the average American. The commemoration 
will, therefore, essentially be one of gratitude 
to God that in his providence the Scriptures are 
increasingly becoming the common possession 
of humanity. “Oh that men would praise the 
Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men!” 

Gratifying indeed, too, are the official actions 
of the national church gatherings which have 
been in session during the spring and summer. 
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FROM THE SOCIETY’S FIRST EDITION OF THE COVERDALE BIBLE 


The translation of the Psalms by Myles Coverdale is his most distinctive 
and permanent contribution to the English Bible 


One of the great denominations, with a mem- 
bership of four million, in its recent annual 
convention, voted: 

That we heartily indorse the celebration this year 
of four hundred years of the printed English Bible, 
recommending : 

(a) That our people seek to give fresh attention 
to the reading and study of the Scriptures under the 
guidance of the pastors and with the aid of suitable 
literature ; 

(b) That our people be encouraged to hold suit- 
able anniversary 
observances in 
the autumn in 
every church 
and Sunday 
school, endeavor- 
ing, in concert 
with other 
churches in the 
community or 
separately, to in- 
sure the posses- 
sion of a Bible 
by every home. 


Similarly, many 
leaders of the 
church in their 
respective capac- 
ities as bishop, 
president, or 
moderator, have 
issued _state- 
ments endorsing 
the anniversary 
and recommend- 
ing its observ- 
ance by their 
constituency. 
For instance, the moderator of one of the de- 
nominations, usually in the foreground of re- 
ligious activities and movements, wrote: 

I know that I speak for our churches when I say 


that I rejoice in the plans for commemorating the 
“Four Hundredth Anniversary of the Printed English 


The Roman figures above (XXII) were not a typesetter’s 
error. But the Psalm is what all know as the Twenty-third. 
The simple explanation is that the translation of the Old 
Testament into Greek, known as the Septuagint, while having 
150 Psalms, as does the original Hebrew, combined two Psalms 
in two cases, giving each a single number, and divided two 
Psalms in two cases, giving each half a separate number. 
For example IX and X in the original Hebrew became Psalm 
IX in the Septuagint. Coverdale used and followed the Septua- 
gint, and hence the Twenty-third Psalm is, in his translation, 
the Twenty-second. 
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Bible.” No single historic event has meant more for 
our Christian civilization than the putting into the 
hands of the people of this sublime record of man’s 
experience with God, and of God’s revelation of his 
will and way, through the incomparable prophets and 
especially through Jesus Christ and his faithful apos- 
tles and followers. Such an anniversary as is pro- 
jected cannot fail to call the attention of our people 
afresh to the fountain of life to be found in this Book 
of the Ages. 


Especially encouraging have been the not in- 
frequent communications from persons outside 
ecclesiastical officialdom. Letters have come 
from attorneys, bankers, social workers, edi- 
tors, railroad men, college presidents and pro- 
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fessors, workers in the Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. 
C. A., officers of women’s clubs,—and so the 
list goes,—giving evidence that the Bible has a 
place of honor and affection in the hearts of a 
wide variety of folk. 

The Society is cooperating with the National 
Commemoration Committee in the preparation 
of pamphlets, a pageant, special articles, photo- 
graphic reproductions of typical pages from 
historic English translations, and is using the 
anniversary as a theme upon which to base ma- 
terial to be issued for use in the observance of 
Universal Bible Sunday on December 8. 


Kuskokwim 


By the Rev. F. T. Schwalbe, of the Moravian Mission in Alaska 


UR mission has done nothing new in the 

last year with translations. There are 
portions of the Book of Acts under way, to- 
gether with an attempt at some of our Moravian 
liturgies, but nothing of this is ready to be pub- 
lished. Six years ago the Gospels were pub- 
lished by the American Bible Society for us, 


CONFIRMATION CLASS AT BETHEL, ALASKA, PALM SUNDAY, 1935 


and these are of course in use here. Aside 
from the use of these Gospels and certain other 
portions of the Bible in the Kuskokwim lan- 
guage, the young people of this section are 
reading more and more of the Holy Word in 
the English tongue. They are becoming more 
proficient in English, so that one often comes 
upon them with either an English Bible or an 
English songbook in their hands. 

Perhaps the most encouraging thing that has 
come to my notice as to the eagerness for learn- 
ing, and reading, the Word, is the work done 
with a class of native children here at our main 
station—Bethel. Last winter they were given 
one lesson a week in the Catechism, in addition 


to the regular study of the Sunday-school les- 
son. The instruction was given in English. 
We found them most eager to learn; the best 
proof being in the frequent questions they 
asked. By the time Palm Sunday had arrived, 
they had completed the Catechism, being able 
to give a verse of Scripture with each question 


asked and answered. I am inclosing a snap- 
shot of our entire class of confirmants with 
teachers. There were twenty-four in all, the 
class being taught in two sections. As you can 
see, some of the children are white, some of 
mixed blood, and some are pure Eskimos. 

_ In the outstations which are in charge of na- 
tive helpers, the children are taught to memo- 
rize portions of the Word in their own lan- 
guage. Often the midweek services are given 
over to the reading of God’s Word by the 
young men of the congregation. 

This year the Moravian Alaska Mission is 
celebrating its jubilee, the work having been: 


begun in the summer of 1885. | 


| 
| 
| 
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Translating the Scriptures, 1535 and 1935 


By Eric M. North 


S one looks back to the tremendous odds 
against which the English Bible came into 
being, let him not think that the struggles of 
translators are over! Almost every one of the 
difficulties that were faced by the great trans- 
lators of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen- 
turies, whether in English or in other languages, 
are faced by translators today dealing with the 
multitude of languages in which the Scriptures, 
in whole or in part, have not yet appeared. 
Even actual physical perils from government 
opposition still exist. Just as William Tyndale 
found no place in all England in which he could 
safely make his translation of the New Testa- 
ment, so today in other lands, wisest not to men- 
tion, translation work must be concealed for 
the protec- 
tion of the 
translator. 
Still must 
go on that 
long and 
alert drudg- 
ery neces- 


sary to find 
Pie at oan 
words — the 
words that 
convey most 
clearly, sand 


warmly, the 
meaning of 
ine text. a0 
English the way had been partly prepared; 
through the influence of the church and _ the 
mystery and miracle plays and the earnest work 
of the earlier missionaries before the invention 
of printing, the people had come to be familiar 
with many Bible stories and many phrases. 
But, even then, some words have puzzled all 
the English translators. Such, for example, is 
an adequate rendering of dyday. Tyndale had 
used “love”; for, he said, ‘“‘charity had lost its 
true meaning.” Matthew’s and the Geneva 
Bibles, the Great Bible, and the revisions of 
1881 and 1901, followed Tyndale; and the 
King James used “charity” under the influ- 
ence of the Latin “caritas.’’ In the successive 
editions of Tyndale’s New Testament, as pre- 
pared by him, there is abundant evidence of the 
persistent care with which he studied word 
after word, and revised and improved the text 
with more accurate choices of words and 
phrases. Just as then a translator today on the 
mission field must be sure of the full connota- 


MR. AND MRS, PECK AND THEIR ASSISTANTS 


tion of abstract terms. Sometimes he can take 
a heathen term and give it rebirth in Christian 
significance. Often it is found a people have a 
strangely apt word—the Navaho phrase for 
“soul” literally means “the one who stands 
within.” ‘To their mind ‘he looks out through 
our eyes, hears through our ears, talks with 
our voice, acts through our body, and when 
he departs, there is no longer anyone standing 
within.” On the other hand, the missionary 
translators often have to find a phrase for an 
unheard-of institution; as when the mission- 
aries in the island of Ponape found no word 
for “father,” because there was no such institu- 
tion as marriage or idea of fatherhood. 

Again, the question of orthography still per- 
sists. Per- 
ives promeriet 
would be 
Lait 6tO Say 
that] thie 
translators 
of the six- 
teenth cen- 
tury were 
not troubled 
by the need 
for stand- 
det duiezse.c 
spelling, as 
is evidenced 
by this sin- 
gle quotation 
from Coverdale’s Bible—“My flesh and my 
herte fayleth, but God is the strength of my 
hert.” But, undoubtedly, as newer editions came 
out, the editors and printers had to struggle 
with growing standardization of spelling. Even 
today our King James Version shows, in some 
words, a difference between the spelling that is 
now standard and that which was permissible 
when it was first printed; as this from the 
1611 edition—“And hee commanded the multi- 
tude to sit downe on the grasse.”’ These strug- 
gles with orthography have come in modern 
times to be more scientific problems. English 
orthography developed with little consistent 
sound orthographic basis. The missionary re- 
ducing a language to writing for the first time 
and producing the first printed literature hopes 
to establish a spelling that shall be easy to read ; 
that reproduces the sounds of the language ac- 
curately, and that is practical for writing and 
printing. How shall the various vowel sounds 
and peculiar consonants be represented? The 
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Pecks, at work on a translation of the Mam 
language in Guatemala, have been perplexed 
with three sounds for the letter “k,’ one of 
which is classified as a “uvular glottalized 
stop,” and by a “straight blade sh.” In solving 
these problems, they have had the advantage of 
consultation with a specialist in these matters 
who was on the field, and have made records 
of actual speech by electrical transcription, so 
that they may study separate sounds. 

The work of the Pecks illustrates another 
problem sometimes set before modern transla- 
tors, which was not so explicit in the sixteenth 
century, but which was not wholly lacking. 
There are a dozen or more dialects of Mam— 
six of importance. From these must be chosen 
and enriched that dialect or combination of dia- 
lects that will provide the most worthy perma- 
nent basis for the language, and yet be quickly 


16 Maheo esta-zexovnoha-mchoxtovétov6 mihista- 
neo exhessemeanotto henokoénoxzetto, mnonoxpa 
nah zeonisyomatamoz' emesna-asetoehe onetaz 
eme-nenexov-heanetanenistov, 17 Otu Maheo esaa- 
hessex<meahenotto Zehéhyahestoveziss emeheSeto- 
vaexhoemanez’ hevetovevo mihistaneo: onetaz 
18 Nah ze- 
onisyomatatovoz’ esaa-hoemaohe: na nah zsua-ve- 
onisyomatuhesz é6Se-adzeexhoemaohe, czcheSsaave- 
onisyomatatomovohes hevenestos Zehenokdenoxzetie- 
ziss Muheond. :19 Na etahane ezheSe-exhoemaota~ 


emcheSetovavostanevhéeyvoss 


hevetoyv. 


Cheyenne Scriptures produced by multigraph 


understandable to all. William Tyndale would 
be quite amazed, could he be faced with such 
procedure; and yet, while it may be truly said 
that he did not select the general dialect of Eng- 
lish speech which his basic translation repro- 
duces, it is nevertheless true that in his mind 
and blood was the heritage of all the language 
currents that had flowed through Gloucester- 
shire, where he grew up—Celtic, Roman, Anglo- 
Saxon, Danish, Norman. Moreover, the early 
sixteenth century was a time of expansion in 
geography as well as in economics, politics, and 
religion, which was reflected in the language. 
The resulting vitality, one could say, was per- 
sonified in the vigorous nature of Tyndale. His 
rich vocabulary was suited to his task, and his 
translation not only preserved for us the lan- 
guage of his period, but went far, through the 
later revisions based upon it, to exert a strong 
influence on the formation of our language. 
The best of these early translations were 
made direct from texts in original Greek and 
Hebrew languages by earnest men well studied 
in the Scriptures. While the initial impetus 
was often given by one man of vigorous con- 
viction and steadfast purpose, the final text was 
the work of several minds. ‘This situation is 
repeated time after time in modern missionary 
translations. The Japanese Bible now pub- 
lished by the Society was begun by J. C. 
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Hepburn, but completed and revised by several 
American and Japanese scholars, one of the 
latter enriching it particularly by his feeling for 
poetry. Again, the revisers who produced 
the King James version were men of differing 
religious thought and opinion, but their version 
has had the approval not only of most denomi- 
nations, but became “the greatest English 
classic.” The most satisfactory modern mis- 
sionary versions are produced by such groups 
today: so the Japanese Bible just mentioned, 
the Union Mandarin or Kuoyti Bible in China, 
and others. As the Authorized Version com- 
bined the advantages of the Geneva Bible, drop- 
ping its explanatory and hortatory comment, 
with the best of the unannotated Bishops’ Bible, 
so notes are omitted in the Bible Society’s 
Scriptures, that one text may be used by all. 
To be sure, some of the great difficulties in- 
volved in printing have been removed. It is no 
longer necessary to print only four pages or 
eight at a time. The great modern presses 
facilitate rapid and inexpensive production. 
Yet, even now, in parts of Africa small presses 
running off eight pages or less at a time pre- 
pare tentative editions; and whole Gospels, oc- 
casionally even a complete New Testament, are 
run off by multigraph or mimeograph for pro- 
visional circulation. Indeed, there are lan- 
guages in which today it is not possible to set 
type at all, the Scriptures having to be pro- 
duced by photography from handwritten copy 
painstakingly prepared. This was the case with 
the Tai Lu New Testament recently published 
by the Society in Siam,—there being no type 
for the peculiar characters used by these people. 
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We are accustomed to think only of the great 
influence of the English translators’ work upon 
the English-speaking peoples, but, looking be- 
yond them, we see a host of peoples speaking 
hundreds of different languages who also owe 
their possession of the Scriptures in their 
tongue to the seed sown by Tyndale and Cover- 
dale and their associates. For no others have 
done, and are still doing, so much to bring the 
Scriptures to the peoples of the world as the 
scores of translators and thousands of mission- 
aries and Bible Society supporters, who them- 
selves are daily blessed by the English Bible. 
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Getting the Bible to the People 


By the Rev. Lester Weaver, McCrory, Arkansas 


HAVE worked out a form of service that 

has greatly enriched my life, and that makes 
me very happy indeed. Every person who 
knows Jesus Christ as his present living reign- 
ing Lord and Saviour can daily render this 
service as a part of his day’s work. And that 
night the stars will shine brighter, and from 
without the dark will come to him whispers of 
hope and courage. I am speaking of getting 
the Bible to the people. Everybody, in his own 
particular way, can do this work well, if he 
only loves the Lord and desires to see him rule 
in this world. 


For many years I have been giving away, 
from time to time, a few of the penny portions 
of the Scriptures published by the American 
Bible Society. It is risky for a preacher to 
send cards or give presents in his own com- 
munity. Some person will be overlooked, and 
his feelings wounded. But a preacher can an- 
nounce that, at a certain service about Christ- 
mas time, he will give a little present to each 
attendant at the service. Some place in the 
service he can give every person present one 
of these little portions. It is always a very 
impressive and helpful service in my church. 


Later I discovered that the American Bible 
Society published a wonderful little New Tes- 
tament for five cents. I began to buy these in 
quantities, and sell a few and give away a few. 
As far as possible, I try to interest people in 
the Scriptures as well as merely give them 
copies. A man of consecrated wealth has re- 
cently bought large quantities of penny por- 
tions and has had them given out to vast 
throngs attending football games. And the 
caretaker of the grounds said that he found 
very few of these little booklets left within the 
grounds. Evidently, those people of all ages 
and races and creeds had a peculiar apprecia- 
tion for that gift. Still, it remains a fact that 
so far as possible we should, in the act of dis- 
tributing the Scriptures, try to cultivate an in- 
terest in reading them with an honest and 
prayerful heart. This I try to do. The re- 
sponse is very heartening. 

Two years ago I came across that very un- 
usual Bible that the American Bible Society 
was selling for fifty cents (now sixty cents). 
Though my pastorate is in a small country town 
in the cotton belt, I have, during the last two 
years, been able to sell and distribute two hun- 
dred of these Bibles, besides hundreds of New 
Testaments and portions. Occasionally, on 


Saturdays I have gone out on the streets with 
an armful of Bibles. I have never urged people 
to buy. I have merely shown people (one, two, 
and three at a time) a Bible. Then I have sur- 
prised them by telling them the low price. 
Many have bought Bibles. Not only have they 
bought, but many country people have taken 
Bibles back into their own home communities 
and sold them to other people. Many people 
have bought these Bibles for presents, espe- 
cially about Christmas. You may imagine how 
much gratified I was when, recently, a teacher 
asked a Sunday-school class of eleven-year-old 
boys to name the duties of a preacher. One of 
them said: “It is his duty to sell Bibles.” 


A man a distance out in the country bought 
a Bible. Before this he had idled much of his 
time away reading dirty magazines and playing 
cards. One day his son told a neighbor: “Dad 
burnt up his cards and is reading his Bible 
now.” Betty, a high-school girl, kept her Bible 
under her pillow, and read it the first thing 
when she woke up in the morning. Lloyd, a 
high-school boy, kept one of the little portions 
under his pillow and read it the first thing in 
the morning. Herman was a_ high-school 
senior. His heart was broken early last spring 
because of the death of his sweetheart. His 
pastor led him to Christ and got him started to 
reading the Bible. A great peace has since pos- 
sessed his soul, and he has had a very visible 
influence in the community for good. 


For nearly two years I have had a report 
each Sunday night on how many chapters the 
congregation have read in the Bible during the 
past week. On an average, there have been 
about two hundred and fifty chapters reported 
each week. There has been no pressure brought 
to bear to secure any sensational reports. Those 
who attend know that, as the men take the 
offering, a young man or a young woman will 
slip through the congregation and let those 
present, by the number of fingers they hold up 
or words whispered, report how many chapters 
they have read since the last Sunday. You 
can easily see the improved spiritual condition 
reflected in the lives of those reading the Bible. 


Every man, woman, or child, with the love 
of God in his heart, who is trying to get the 
Bible to the people is fighting the battle for 
the supremacy of the kingdom of God. I know 
of no other service we can render our Lord 
more glorious than that; and it is a service 
that everybody can, in various ways, perform. 
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When Fingers Are Eyes 


By S. Ruth Barrett 


OOKS are portals of happiness to all of us. 
But, reading means even more to the 
sightless than to the sighted. To be able to 
read the Book of Books through one’s finger- 
tips is indeed a blessing to the blind. 

Recently, a stately elderly lady called at the 
Bible House. “Is this the place where I can 
get a Bible,” she inquired. When told that it 
was, she expressed a keen desire to have one 
of her own. It was no ordinary Bible she 
wanted, but a Braille one. Yes,—she had 
learned the Braille, though she was now over 
eighty years of age (she appeared several years 
younger) ; and when her listener looked sur- 
prised, she added that, while she could see ob- 
jects, she could not see print. Apparently with 
good vision, her eyes were covered with hidden 
cataracts which had unfortunately taken most 
of her vision from her; and she was too old to 
be helped by an operation. A friend had told 
her that the Bible Society was not only a 
source of supply of Bibles in hundreds of lan- 
guages in ink print, but also in various systems 
for the blind. 

“T meant to come yesterday,” she said; “but 
it was cleaning day at the home, and I like to do 
the dusting myself and put the things back in 
their proper places where I can find them.” 

Would she like to have the bulky volume 
(the Gospel of St. John) sent to her? Oh no, 
—she would carry it,—and eagerly held out her 
hands to take it. “I’m going to put this on a 
table near my bed, where I can get it easily. 
What a comfort it will be on the long sleepless 
nights! After I have read this volume, I will 
come for another,—and thank you,” she said 
with deep gratitude, “and those who have made 
it possible for the blind to have the Bible in a 
form that they can read for themselves.” 

The blind not only rejoice in being able to 
help themselves, but also are an inspiration to 
others. Though handicapped, one seldom hears 
a complaint. They are usually especially grate- 
ful for any little kindness shown them. Sev- 
eral years ago, on request, the Society sent the 
complete Bible in New York Point (the system 
then most widely used by the blind) to a young 
theological student in Texas. Two months ago 
he wrote from his pastorate in Maine where he 
has been for the past three years, reporting that 
his Bible was destroyed by a conflagration and 
asking for another complete Bible in eleven vol- 
umes in the same system, for which he was 
again in great need. His request was gladly 
filled. He is totally without sight. “But, thank 
God, I have an inward vision. I am also 


blessed with 
a wonderful 
Wil te aia cd 
three chil- 


dren, hie 
writes. He is 
also a musi- 
cian, having 


given piano 
concerts all 
over his na- 
tive Texas to 
earn his way 
through col- 
Kero ema td 
preaching as 
well. He loves 
his work. His 
church has 
gained in membership since he has become its 
pastor; and a way has been found to make 
needed improvements in the building during 
the past year. He expresses “grateful acknowl- 
edgment for the beautiful Bible. I shall always 
cherish it.” 

When a blind person finds it difficult to read 
the fine points of the Braille, the fingers having 
lost some of their sensitiveness of touch 
through hard labor or through the passing of 
years (a great many becoming blind in late 
adult life), the Moon system, a modified raised 
roman letter, 
shares large- 
ly in its serv- 
icone LOmmChie 
sightless. The 
complete B i- 
ble in’ this 
Sy Sitemile ies 
quires fifty- 
eight bulky 
volumes, it 
bemoe the 
most expen- 
sive for the 
blind. Many 
happy hours, 
which would 
otherwise be 
lonely and 
desolate, are 
spent in read- 
ing the Book by finger readers of the Moon. 

While Braille is now the leading system for 
the blind, and the majority of Scripture vol- 
umes are distributed in it, the Moon system 
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A lady of seventy-eight reading the 
Bible in Moon 
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filling the needs of those who cannot learn the 
Braille, a number of volumes are called for in 
New York Point; and a few in even the older 
systems of American Braille and the Boston 
Line Letter, the last being the first printed 
Bible for the blind and representing an impor- 
tant part in giving, as one blind lady says, “a 
beautiful light in this world of shadows, and 
we find firm footing on the path of faith which 
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is so very dim. I received the books in good 
time, and I cannot put into words the delight I 
felt when they came. I did not waste any time 
in beginning to read; and each evening, Bill— - 
that is my husband—and I spend a certain pe- 
riod of time in reading together. We shall 
always be grateful to you.” 

Thus those in physical darkness cherish the 
spiritual light that radiates from the Scriptures. 


Incidents from Africa 


By the Rey. Henry T. Wheeler, Methodist Mission, Tunda 


URING the year a young man came to me 
and said that he was much interested in 
religion and wanted some Scripture to read. 
He had no money; so I gave him a copy of the 
New Testament. He was much pleased and 
returned to his village, which is about one 


TUNDA EVANGELISTS AT PASTOR’S SCHOOL, 


and three fourths miles from our station. It 
was not very long until I saw a young man run- 
ning toward my house. When I asked what 
was wrong, he replied between gasps of breath, 
“Tnjili,” “Injili.” It was some time before I 
could make out what was the matter. The fact 
of the case was, that his friend had come home 
with a free copy of the Scriptures; so he had 
run for dear life that he too might obtain one. 

It is my sincere belief that the Scriptures in 
the minds and hearts of the heathen multitudes 
of this land is the only thing that will lift them 
from darkness to light and life. The Roman 
Catholics have entered most every section of 
this tribe, and in some instances are doing good. 
However, the Scriptures are kept from the na- 
tives, and, as a consequence, the great majority 
of their adherents are not truly new men and 
women in Christ Jesus. For instance, some 
time ago I was in a very large village, holding 
services. After one service, the chief, who is 
a very oustanding native, said, “We have had 


a Catholic evangelist for eleven years, but our 
Sun is just beginning to rise at Tunda’—our 
mission station. It was the open Scriptures ex- 
plained to this chief that made him to see the 
truth, and to recognize it as from God. 

Again, a chief who is more than sixty miles 


TUNDA, AFRICA 


from here visited our camp meeting last June. 
I did not know it at the time. But, after sev- 
eral months, I was in his village and he told me: 
“T was at your camp meetings last June, and I 
heard some one say that God did not want peo- 
ple to steal. Here, in my village, you had to 
keep everything locked up or it would be stolen. 
I came home and told them what I heard about 
God not wanting people to steal. Now you can 
leave your things in the street, and they will 
not be bothered.” It was the Word of God 
that had found lodgment in the heart of the 
chief which produced this great change. 

I appreciate very much the Scriptures which 
have been placed in my hands for distribution 
by the American Bible Society. They have 
done, and will do, untold good. 

I am inclosing a picture of our Tunda evan- 
gelists taken at our pastor’s school last June. 
These preachers were taught out of the Swahili 
Scriptures printed and furnished by the Amer- 
ican Bible Society. 
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The C.C.C. and One Hundred Thousand 
Testaments 


Hey sections of our country are not di- 
rectly affected by having either representa- 
tives in a Civilian Conservation Corps camp, 
or a camp near by. Young men predominate 
in the 2,500 such camps, the majority being re- 
stricted to men between eighteen and twenty- 
five; some for colored, the bulk for white; a 
few camps for veterans. The avowed primary 
purpose of the government is to conserve our 
younger citizenry. The definite intent is to 
place the men under conditions planned to up- 
build them physically and morally. 

The American Bible Society recognized a re- 
sponsibility and 
an opportunity 
when these 
camps were in- 
augurated min 
1933. The then 
Chief of Chap- 
lains, J. E. Yates, 
responded grate- 
fully to its offer 
to supply Scrip- 
tures for camp 
libraries and for 
men who wanted 
them. It was ar- 
ranged that a 
stock of Bibles 
and ‘Testaments 
be maintained by the Society at Washing- 
ton, under the charge of the Chief of Chap- 
lains, who arranged for their distribution, the 
government providing transportation. The 
Bible Society headquarters in New York speci- 
fies quantity and destination, in response to ap- 
plications from the chaplains, of whom there 
are some 250, Army and Reserve, each in 
charge of several camps. 

Since the work started in June 1933, the So- 
ciety has supplied 2,000 camp libraries each 
with a Bible. At its last meeting, August 1, 
the Board authorized a further grant of 10,000 
Testaments, making a total of 105,000 Testa- 
ments so far provided for distribution among 
the men, besides many thousand portions sent 
in response to requests from chaplains. The 
Society requires, and the chaplains report, the 
exercise of real care that the Testaments be 
given only to those who desire, and will use, 
them. Chief of Chaplains Albert J. Brasted, 
since succeeding to that office in 1934, has given 
cordial assistance to this service. 


A GROUP OF C.C.C. MEN 


The stream of chaplains’ letters reaching the 
Bible House reveals needs, uses, and results. 
Only a few can be even partly quoted. But 
they can indicate how nation-wide and valuable 
is the service. 

“T have been truly amazed to find boys so 
hungry to read the Bible, and have seen as 
many as thirty resting in their bunks reading 
the Testaments.”—Vermont. “I have never 
seen a single New Testament go out by way of 
the waste basket. In nightly visits to the bar- 


racks, I see boys reading their Testaments be- 
“Many men 


fore bedtime.”—Massachusetts. 


in the companies never before came into per- 
sonal contact with the Bible or the New Testa- 
ment. We have many requests for copies. 
Great good has come into many lives.”—New 
Jersey. “TI received two small shipments of 
Testaments for my ten camps; but now we are 
to have 1,000 new men, and half of the men 
already in camp have not been offered a New 
Testament. I could use 500 to good advantage. 
I have seen two men reading together, and men 
passing a Testament from one to another. 
About twenty-five percent of the Testaments 
sent me went to men who had never owned one: 
—the demands have exceeded the supply— 
prayer groups were formed, using the Testa- 
ments as a basis for the services. I am re- 
peatedly thanked by individual men for the 
benefit received from the gift of a Testament.” 
—Virginia. “Tn two of my camps back in the 
mountains of West Virginia, they were used 
for a Men’s Bible Class. I found a well- 
thumbed pocket edition tucked away in a truck, 
evidently used by the driver while marking 
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time profitably on his job.’—West Virginia. 
“With them in our possession, we have not 


Brste Society REcoRD 


failed to have Sunday school every Sunday. 


since I entered camp.”—Alabama. “Such in- 
terest has awakened, that we have regularly or- 
ganized Bible discussion groups in each camp. 
The boys come and ask eagerly when they learn 
I have a supply. It would be appreciated if a 
double allotment could be allowed once, that I 
might catch partially up on the requests that are 
made for them.’—Florida. “In one of the 
camps in Ohio where I had distributed Testa- 
ments previously, a young man, who had been 
wayward and ungodly, came to me privately 
and said that the Testament had set him think- 
ing, and he wanted to join a church in the town 
near by; and this he soon did.”—Ohio. “In 
my evening visitations, I often see boys lying 
on their bunks reading the Testaments. More 
especially in the infirmaries and hospitals, I 
hear such statements as ‘I feel better when I 
read my Testament and pray over it.’ ‘I did 
not realize that there were so many good things 
in the Bible.’ ‘I wish we had a Bible Class in 
camp where we could discuss it.’ ”’—Kentucky. 
“Many young men come and ask for Bibles. I 
have found men reading them at the side of 
their bunks. They come to me with questions 
regarding the meaning of passages.”—IIlinois. 

“A Bible Class meets regularly each Sunday 
evening, under the educational advisor. It was 
organized six months ago, and has done much 
to heighten the morale of the entire camp.”— 
Indiana. “A young man has gone back to his 
state to continue his studies looking toward the 
ministry, as the result of interest aroused by a 
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Bible Class started in his C.C.C. camp through 
the distribution of Scriptures from the So- 
ciety.’—Minnesota. “Out of approximately 
2,100 boys in ten camps, I have seen between 
five and six hundred signed up in ‘Chapter-a- 
day’ Clubs.”—Jowa. “I was onatrain. Three 
enrollees were going home to permanent work. 
They saw me, and one took out a Testament 
and said: “This is what you gave me. I may 
never see you again. I want you to know it re- 
vealed God to me, and through it I found my 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, and by it I shall live a 
Christian life. It is the most precious book I 
have ever had, and it is the only Bible I have 
ever had.’ The other two said: ‘We never got 
acopy. Every time you had them, your supply 
was gone before we got to you. We would 
love to have a copy.’ I sent them a copy as 
soon as I got to headquarters.”—Arkansas. 
“One of the subdistrict chaplains, last year, 
gave out several hundred Testaments, and at 
the end of twelve months there had been 325 
conversions. Three young preachers came out 
of his work. The chaplain says without quali- 
fication that these Testaments made it possible.” 
—Ohklahoma. “Many men timid and afraid to 
take a Testament in front of the company come 
after it is dark and ask for a copy. These men 
would not come in this manner, except they 
really desire one and will use it.”—Kansas. “T 
found a fine Bible Class being conducted by the 
camp forest superintendent. Soon the class 
was being taught twice each week, and more 
boys joined.”—Oregon. “The eagerness of the 
Mexican enrollees to receive Testaments is al- 
most pathetic.”—California. 


Meeting Emergencies 


By Lewis Birge Chamberlain 


OVING and anxious thoughts of many par- 
ents and friends center on the several 
hundred thousand youths in the C.C.C. camps 
mentioned in the article above. Surely, deep 
gratitude is felt by these parents and friends 
for all wholesome influences around, or on, 
their boys. And yet, so much is taken for 
granted! How come 100,000 Testaments to be 
available? How are they supplied? Just who 
“sees to a Testament reaching a boy who has 
none? 

What thought is given to those basic ques- 
tions ? 

A first factor is that there is an American 
Bible Society—an organization created and 
equipped to supply Scriptures in such quanti- 
ties, and so broadly representative and sup- 


ported that national officials recognize, and open 
doors to, it. What if there were no American 
Bible Society? Would or could denomina- 
tional boards supply such a need? 

A second vital factor is the host who so be- 
lieve in the Bible, that they contribute the funds 
that make possible the work of the Bible So- 
ciety. Among them, probably, are many of the 
parents and friends of the hundreds of thou- 
sands in camps. But, perhaps, many, many 
others have not realized what a great service 
the Bible Society renders, and have not yet con- 
tributed to it. 

Another factor is the chaplains. The So- 
ciety can supply. But, if there were not chap- 
lains having entrée to, devotedly caring about 
and mingling with, these legions of youths, how 


TZ 


would Testaments get to the hands of the needy 
men? The Society is grateful for the coopera- 
tion of the chaplains. It simplifies and assures 
good work. 

Other emergencies have also been handled. 
How? 

The Mississippi Flood 

In the great Mississippi flood of 1927—-when 
thousands of homes and their contents were 
swept away, again and naturally it was the 
American Bible Society that was counted on, 
and not in vain, to supply one need. This time 
it was colporteurs and other direct representa- 
tives of the Society who did the distributing— 
chiefly those of its Southwestern and its Col- 
ored Agencies. In April and May 1927 alone 
—46,747 volumes of Scripture were given to 
the stricken, including a special edition of a 
small family Bible to replace lost ones. All 
told, 2,003 Bibles, 9,141 Testaments, and 
113,970 Portions, or 125,144 volumes of Scrip- 
ture, were given to the flood stricken. 


The Japanese Earthquake 


A few years earlier (1923), the terrible 
earthquake in Japan produced an emergency, 
opportunity, and responsibility for Scripture 
supply, which the Bible Society again met. 
Missions were not equipped for this special 
service to the afflicted and distressed. Here 
also the work was done through its own staff. 
The Society itself lost very heavily in the de- 
struction of books, and of plates for printing 
Scriptures, not only in Japanese, but also in 
languages of China and the Philippines. In 
the emergency, the Society printed in America 
500,000 portions in Japanese and sent them to 
Japan. From May 19 to July 4, 1924, by sys- 
tematic house-to-house visitation in Tokyo and 
Yokohama alone, 236,000 copies of Scripture 
were distributed. 


The World War 


The great World War was naturally the oc- 
casion of the greatest quantitative service in a 
single emergency in the history of the Society. 
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In it, distribution was through Army and Navy 
chaplains, and chiefly through the Y. M. C. A., 
to which the Society made the largest single 
donation of Scriptures ever recorded—1,000,- 
000 Testaments. From April 1917 to April 
1918, it issued 2,231,831 Bibles, Testaments, 
and Portions in khaki and navy blue bindings 
for the men of our Army and Navy—publish- 
ing a large edition of the Gospel of Mark in 
parallel English and French columns for our 
men in France. It also supplied special editions 
of Scriptures in several European and Asiatic 
languages for use by the forces and peoples of 
other countries; a unique case being Russian 
Scriptures, printed in Germany, by American 
money sent through British channels, and sup- 
plied to Russian prisoners. 


The Civil War 


During the Civil War the Society supplied 
thousands of volumes of Scripture for the 
troops. The Board meeting in February 1863 
authorized an issue of 475,000 copies of Scrip- 
ture for this purpose. The distribution was 
effected largely through its Auxiliaries, which 
supplied forces raised in their territories; but 
chiefly through the Christian Commission, to 
which the Society supplied during the war 
1,466,848 Bibles and Testaments. It also sent 
Scriptures to Auxiliaries in the South in re- 
sponse to appeals; 86,424 volumes going in 
1863 to Richmond alone, by way of Fortress 
Monroe, under permit of the Secretary of 
War, the United States Government and the 
Norfolk Steamship Company paying all trans- 
port expenses. A grant of 25,000 Bibles and 
75,000 Testaments was requested by, made to, 
and received by, the North Carolina Board of 
Army Colporteurs. ) 

All in all, it has been a noble record. Emer- 
gencies have been met because the Christia 
forces of America created and maintain a na 
tional society for producing and providing; 
The Society will continue to meet 7 
as its support is continued. 


How the Money Comes | 


By George William Brown 


HEN a godly man of over ninety-four 

years of age sends a check for one hun- 
dred dollars, stating that he has been a member 
of the Society for practically three quarters of 
a century, and closes his letter with a “God 
bless you,” sensations not easily defined are ex- 
perienced in the Society’s headquarters. When 
an inquiry regarding this good man’s financial 


support of the Society reveals that, every yea 
since 1922, a check for one hundred dollars har 
come from him (and in certain years eve: 
more), the feelings become definitely those a@ 
gratitude, not only for him, but for the grea 
host of similarly disposed friends who, acros 
the years, have shared their little or their muc 
with the Society. 1 
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A doctor in Connecticut, for example, made 
his first gift in 1900 and has rarely missed a 
year in the subsequent long third of a century. 
A Presbyterian minister and his wife began to 
support the Society in 1899, and now in their 
retirement in California still send their gift an- 
nually. The initial contribution of a woman in 
Kansas, in 1898, was for five dollars, and the 
amount received from year to year since then 
has seldom varied, except when fifty dollars 
were sent in payment of a Life Membership. 
Likewise, a North Carolina contributor has 
sent, year after year, her five dollars; just as a 
Bostonian has, each year for two decades, sent 
one dollar. 

The depression years have, of course, re- 
duced the number of the Society’s individual 
supporters. An analysis of last year’s givers 
indicates that almost fifty-seven percent of the 
gifts coming from individual donors was under 
five dollars. The Society’s strength lies, in 
part, in that it is supported, not by a few 
wealthy people contributing large sums, but by 
a large number of people making compara- 
tively small gifts. 

Regarding the churches, there is no question 
but that the support from this source is increas- 
ing in steadiness. An encouraging feature has 
been the fact that, even though all the churches 
experienced a great recession in income during 
the depression,—in some instances embarrass- 
ingly so,—there was very little disposition to 
economize by reducing the Society’s appropria- 
tion or by cutting it off the list of recognized 
denominational benevolences. 

A second encouragement of recent years in 
the denominational relationships has been the 
increasing value of the annual meeting of the 
Advisory Council. To the first meeting of this 
body, in 1919, representatives of nine denomi- 
“nations were appointed as delegates. In the 
subsequent years the number of official repre- 
sentatives has been gradually increased, until 
last year places were provided for members 
from twenty-seven denominations. The annual 
meeting of the Advisory Council is looked upon 
as one of the red-letter days in the Society’s 
administrative life. 

A stable and mutually satisfactory source of 
income, which, in the passing of the years, has 
grown in favor with all parties concerned, is 
that realized from terminated annuities. For 
over eighty years the Society has been issuing 
annuity agreements, and it takes great satisfac- 
tion in the fact that in all those years every 
payment has been made when due. In recent 
years the volume of gifts thus received has in- 
creased, so that a substantial income accrues 
each year from this source to the Society. The 
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annuity plan is an especially satisfactory way of 
befriending the Society for people unable to 
make an outright contribution. Such persons 
can make a gift with the understanding that 
generous semiannual payments will be received 
on the principal sum during their lifetime. It 
is not at all uncommon for annuitants to return 
their payments in whole or in part to the So- 
ciety for its current work; and occasionally a 
cheering gift is received through the cancella- 
tion of the annuity agreement, thus releasing 


the principal gift at once for Scripture distribu- 
tion purposes. 


Legacies are another and important factor 
in financing the work, but not as important as 
some think—witness the fact that they will 
likely supply less than twelve percent of this 
year’s income. Yet, the Society depends on 
them, and gratefully receives them when they 
come. They are received, as the annual re- 
ports record, generally in modest amounts. The 
Society has never received a single bequest of 
a million dollars, as have denominational 
boards and other benevolent organizations. But 
it has received generous gifts, some from long- 
time friends, and others from unanticipated 
sources. Most legacies are outright gifts and 
are used in the general work, especially help- 
ing to tide over lean years. Some have come 
with conditions or suggestions that have led to 
special uses, such as the Sage fund now being 
used as a revolving fund for equipping impor- 
tant centers with Bible Houses—as at Tokyo 
and Rio de Janeiro; the Huston fund, which 
is helping to pay the cost of plates for printing 
new translations, revisions or versions; the 
Sargent fund for supplying Scriptures for 
Negroes in Africa; and the Burr legacy, which 
helps in the beautiful work of supplying the 
blind with embossed Bibles. The Yokum legacy 
has been designated as the basis for a pension 
system, an increasingly recognized responsibil- 
ity of benevolent as well as business organiza- 
tions. 


Let it be said that legacies are welcomed, 
carefully handled, used always as specified by 
the testator, and are a real help in encouraging 


the great work of giving the Scriptures to the 
world. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred 
and sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, the sum of 

If real estate is given, for the last three words above, “the 


sum of,” substitute the words ‘the following property, to. 
wit.” 
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New York, SEPTEMBER 1935 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


INSTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


JULY MEETING OF THE BOARD 


alee third stated meeting of the Board of 
Managers of the American Bible Society 
in its one hundred and twentieth year was held 
at the Bible House at 3:30 p.m., on Tuesday, 
July 2, 1935. President John T. Manson was 


in the chair. 
Devotional exercises were conducted by Mr. 


Ray Clarke Tillinghast. 
The minutes of the second stated meeting 


were presented and approved. 
The following memorial minute was pre- 
_ sented and adopted by a standing vote. 


Harry A. Kinports 


The sudden death of Mr. Harry A. Kinports, on 
July 1, was an occasion of grief to a wide circle. Be- 
coming a member of the Board of Managers on De- 
cember 1, 1932, he had shown warm interest in the 
activities of the American Bible Society, and given 
helpful counsel in the Committee on Ways and Means, 
of which he was a member. Born in Pennsylvania, 
he was in the work of the Y. M. C. A. of Minneap- 
olis, Minnesota, when the Rev. Dr. D. J. Burrell was 
called from that city to an important church in New 
York and brought with him Mr. Kinports as director 
of the work among young people in that congrega- 
tion. From that time, forty years ago, his life was 
identified with New York. He rapidly became a 
leader in Christian Endeavor activities, being presi- 
dent of the New York City Union, and later presi- 
dent of the New York State Christian Endeavor 
Union. Attending and directing Christian Endeavor 
conventions eventually led to his entering into the 
direction of a travel agency, which became his busi- 
mess for the rest of his life. Prior to this he was, 
for a short time, in charge of the young people’s work 
of the Reformed Church in America, to which de- 
nomination he gave many years of helpful service as 
a lay member of its Board of Foreign Missions, its 
Board of Domestic Missions, and an elder in its Col- 
legiate Church. His vigor of body, voice, mind, and 
spirit; and his life-long interest in young people, 
made him a welcome and useful factor in varied ways 
and associations. To his wife and son, the Board of 
Managers would extend their sincere sympathy, while 
recording their esteem for their former fellow-member. 


The minutes of the standing committees 
were presented and approved, and their recom- 
mendations adopted. 

A further grant of 10,000 New Testaments 
was authorized for distribution in the C.C.C. 
camps through U. S. Army chaplains. 

A grant of 300 New Testaments in Mort- 
lock was authorized on the sale and distribution 
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plan for the Liebenzeller Mission on the island 
of Truk, Caroline Islands. 

After remarks by President Manson, sup- 
ported by others, he was requested to appoint 
a committee of seven representing the various 
phases of the work of the Society, to study the 
history and procedure of the Society, its pres- 
ent situation, needs, operations, and organiza- 
tion, in a comprehensive way, and report the 
results to the Board. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of April: Brazil, 20,145 
volumes, valued at $3,050.40; Caribbean, 4,845 
volumes, valued at $1,125.35; China, 371 vol- 
umes, valued at $36.33; Japan, 2,320 volumes, 
valued at $611.88; La Plata, 14,610 volumes, 
valued at $2,840.59; Levant, 2 volumes, val- 
ued at 29c; Philippines, 20 volumes, valued at 
$14.02; Upper Andes, 1,600 volumes, valued 
at $916.56; West Indies, 8,962 volumes, val- 
ued at $3,963.99; total volumes, 52,875; total 
value, $12,559.41. 

During the month of May: Caribbean, 14,- 
032 volumes, valued at $215.45; China, 152 
volumes, valued at $19.30; Japan, 60 volumes, 
valued at $68,49; La Plata, 12 volumes, val- 
ued at $34.41; Mexico, 5,614 volumes, valued 
at $2,592.02; Upper Andes, 1,125 volumes, 
valued at $582.41; West Indies, 200 volumes, 
valued at $138.59; total volumes 21,195; total 
value, $3,650.67. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of April were 255,773 volumes, and 
during the month of May, 200,523 volumes. 


Our Cover Picture 


We are indebted to Harold R. Willoughby, 
of the Graduate College, Princeton, New Jer- 
sey, for the splendid photograph of the Myles 
Coverdale Memorial in the Church of Saint 
Magnus the Martyr, near London Bridge. Be- 
neath the tablet is the following inscription: 


Near this tablet in a vault made for that purpose 
are deposited the bones of 


Mites CoverDALE, 


formerly Bishop of Exeter and Rector of the Parish 
of St. Magnus the Martyr in the year of our 
Lord 1564. 

His remains were interred in the first instance in the 
chancel of the Church of St. Bartholomew, 
Exchange: 

But on the occasion of that Church being taken down 
they were brought here on the Fourth of 
October 1840, 
in compliance with the wishes 
and at the request of the Rector The Revd. 
Thos, Leigh, A.M. 
and parishioners of St. Magnus the Martyr. 
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Balance from June 1935 
Total Receipts 


$254,233 57 


PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT CASH STATEMENT 


Pele delvc es scree erereeceseaestcecve 


$15,607 66 
10,088 38 


$25,696 04 


Total Cash Balance—Administration and Publication Departments 


$12,479 58 
13,216 46 


$25,696 04 


(a . 
OoveR\ JNA YEARS AGO 


When Zachary Taylor,* fresh from the Mexican War, 
was President of the United States, the American 
Bible Society was sending checks to its annuitants. 


‘1! AND TODAY 


the Society makes payments promptly 
and regularly to the many holders of 
its annuity agreements. 


These Checks, always sent 
when due in spite of wars, 
panics, and depressions, re- 
lieve anxiety today just as 
they have done through all 
these years. 


You, too, can secure 


and have the satisfaction of helping in the important 
work of Bible distribution through an annuity agreement 
of the American Bible Society. Mail the coupon for full 
information. 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


I 
l 
Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 62W entitled I 
“A Gift That Lives.” I 

I 


| 

i Nam ¢--- ee Denomination----------------------------- I 
[| Address 2 ee eee | 
Chi ye ee I 


*President Taylor, hav- 
ing been made a Life 
Director of the Ameri- 
ean Bible Society in 1850, 
stated: “‘Believing that — 
our prosperity and great- _ 


ness as a nation, no less — 
than our happiness as — 


individuals, is in direct 
proportion to our observ- 
ance of the teachings of 
that Book in which the 
holy religion is revealed, | 
I cannot be indifferent to © 
those labours which tend 
to diffuse its instructions © 
and render it more acces- | 
sible to all.’”’ 


